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Project Report   







Juneau, Alaska
Site Name: Fish Creek-West Pond Enhancement
Date: 9/17/2012
Project Location:  Located on North Douglas Island.
58.331263, -134.597495
Wetland Type:  PUBHh, Palustrine with Unconsolidated bottom, Permanently flooded, Diked/Impounded
Watershed Name:  Fish Creek
AWC Stream ID:  111-50-10690
USGS-HUC:  19030101
Ownership Type:  City
Size:  approximately 5 acres
Site Characteristics:   This pond is located alongside an anadromous fish stream and is adjacent to the estuary.  The pond has steep slopes on all sides as it was once excavated and the fill was used to build a dike.  It is a dredge pond.

Background:  Once excavated and unnaturally made into a pond.
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Project Objectives:
1. Place fill along shoreline

2. Lower slope angle along bank

3. Add woody debris
Type of Mitigation:  Enhancement
Potential Functions to be restored: 
1. Wetland fringe emergent habitat

2. Improve invertebrate habitat

3. Improve food production 

4. Create cover with woody debris for fish and birds
Project Significance for Mitigation:  Habitat productivity
Potential Barriers to Project Success:  Cost
Contact Information:  John Hudson
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Project Efficacy: (as a potential Compensatory Mitigation Site) 

· GREEN:    NO obstacles

YELLOW:  Potential obstacles based on private ownership, compliance order, etc.

RED:  Major obstacles that may be insurmountable in the mitigation process
Additional Information:  None
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Figure 1.  West Pond at Fish Creek is full of coho salmon and cutthroat trout.

Photo:  Melany/SAWC 9/17/2012
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Figure 2.  This plaque shows the two ponds at Fish Creek (East Pond and West Pond).  

Photo: Melany/SAWC 9/17/2012
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Figure 3.  These photos show water flowing from the estuary into the pond.  

Photo:  Melany/SAWC, 9/17/12
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Figure 4.  Overview of site located on north Douglas Island near the Juneau airport.  

Melany/SAWC
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Figure 5.  This Google Earth image shows West Pond with a buffer for potential mitigation. Melany/SAWC

Overall Project Goal(s):  Enhance pond with emergent wetland fringe and improve complexity of fish and wildlife habitat.





Ecological Suitability:  (refer to 332.2(d) Site Selection of the 2008 Final Rule)





Hydrological conditions:  This site is located next to Fish Creek as well as the East pond by Fish Creek.   The West pond is located 100 meters from Fritz Cove.  


Watershed scale features:  The East Pond is a very similar size as the West Pond.


Size and location in relative to other hydrologic sources:  The East Pond is approximately 5 acres in size and the West Pond is approximately 7 acres.  The West Pond is 200 feet to the southwest of the East Pond and 10 feet southwest of Fish Creek.  The West Pond is located next to the estuary.


Compatibility with adjacent land uses and watershed management plans:  This land is owned by the city and should be protected for several reasons, primarily because there is an anadromous fish stream running through the estuary.


Foreseeable affects this project with have on aquatic or terrestrial resources:  This project would serve to improve fish and wildlife habitat and productivity.  


Other habitat relevant factors including, habitat trends, stream impact, habitat corridor for wildlife, habitat for state or federally listed threatened and endangered species, etc.;  This is definitely a corridor used by brown and black bear (as observed several times) due to the fish that use this watershed.


Other human use relevant factors including, land use changes, development trends, local or regional goals for water quality and floodplain management, relative potential for chemical contamination of the aquatic resources:  This site is being encroached by private home owners, which presents challenges to local habitat productivity.  
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