Southeast Alaska Aquatic Resource Restoration Project Site Identification and Inventory
	
                 Site Name:  ______________________________                                                                          Date:  __________________________
         Wetland Type: ______________________________                        Assessor Name/Organization:  ___________________________                                        
  Watershed Name:  ______________________________                                                    AWC Stream ID:  ___________________________
  USGS 8-Digit HUC:  ______________________________                                  (decimal degrees) Latitude: ___________________________
  (http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index/.cfm)                                                                                 Longitude:  _______________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]    Ownership Type: _______________________________                                                              
(Federal, state, private, city/borough, native, tribe, tideland lease, non-profit, multi-ownership.)


	   
Project Goals and Objectives:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Identify the Wetland Type:     *Refer to Appendix B for definitions of Wetland Classification Types and Figure 1 for more details.
(Check the corresponding box and enter above)
                                  
   Source: Alaska District Regulatory Guidance Letter based 
                       on Hydromorphic Methods (HGM)                           Source: National Wetland Inventory, Cowardin et al. 1979

R
Riverine

D
Depressional

LF
Lacustrine Fringe

TF
Tidal Fringe

S
Slope

F
Flats




M
Marine

E
Estuarine

R
Riverine

L
Lacustrine

P
Palustrine












                                                                                                                                                                                                               YES       NO                                             
	Are there any known wetland delineations or functional assessments for this site?
	
	

	Is there a conservation easement on this site, deed restriction or protective covenant?
	
	

	Is there an anadromous fish stream on this site?
	
	

	Is there any type of subsistence activity within or adjacent to this site?
	
	

	Does this site have any Cultural significance?    
	
	

	Are there any special site considerations? (Presence of utilities, ownership, conflicts or contaminants.)
	
	

	Is this site under a compliance order, notice of violation or a past mitigation site?
	
	


      
                                                                                          Please list Additional Details:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Please list any of the following  that is known or observed to occupy this site as habitat:
                          YES    NO      Type:
	Birds
	
	
	

	Mammals
	
	
	

	Native Plants
	
	
	

	Invasive Plants
	
	
	

	Amphibians
	
	
	

	Fish
	
	
	







Site Sketch:

Include Key Site Features:  I.e.  Flow ines, ditch lines, fill, topography, overhead  or underground utilities, Lot lines, culverts, bridges, storm water outfalls, population of invasive plants:


                           























Site Description:  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Estimate size of restoration site:    ______________________________  (stream: use linear feet/wetland: use acres)

Photo Logs: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Identify potential functions to be restored:  (i.e. fill removal, fish passage improvement, etc.)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Identify potential restoration, rehabilitation or enhancement methods that could be implemented 
to improve and/or restore the site:  (choose all that apply)                                               
                                                                                                                                                         Additional Details
1.	Fish passage Improvement                                                                  
2.	Silvacultural practices___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	Stream bank rehabilitation
4.	Toxic/solid waste removal
5.	Storm water management
6.	Wetland enhancement
7.	Wetland creation
8.	Invasive weeds management
9.	Other (please indicate)  ____________________________


Appendix A:

The following are sources of information for this assessment form:

        1.	Alaska District Regulatory Guidance Letter issued by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
        2.	 8-digit HUC (Hydrologic Unit of Conversion):  http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm
        3.      Latitude/Longitude:  www.maps.google.com
        4.      National Wetlands Inventory http://www.fws.gov/wetlands


	
Appendix B:  Definitions:

Source: Alaska District Regulatory Guidance Letter based on Hydromorphic Methods (HGM)      


Riverine:  Riverine wetlands occur in floodplains and riparian corridors in association with streams or river channels.  They lie in the active floodplain and have important hydrologic links to the water dynamics of the river or stream.  The distinguishing characteristic of Riverine wetlands is that they are frequently flooded by overbank flow from the steam or river.  The flood waters are a major factor that structures the ecosystem in these wetland.  Wetlands that lie in floodplains but are not frequently flooded are not classified as Riverine.  

Depressional:  Depressional wetlands occur in topographic depressions.  Dominant water sources are precipitation, groundwater discharge and interflow from adjacent uplands.  The direction of flow is normally from the surrounding uplands toward the center of the depression.  Elevation contours are closed, thus allowing the accumulation of surface water.  Depressional wetlands may have any combination of inlets and outlets or may lack them completely.  Dominant hydrodynamics are vertical fluctuations, primarily seasonal.  Depressional wetlands may lose water through intermittent or perennial drainage from an outlet and by evapotranspiration and, if they are not receiving groundwater discharge, may slowly contribute to groundwater.

Lacustrine Fringe:  Lacustrine fringe wetlands are adjacent to lakes where the water elevation of the lake maintains the water table in the wetland.  In some cases, these wetlands consisted of a floating mat attached to land.  Additional sources of water are precipitation and groundwater discharge, the latter dominating where the lacustrine fringe wetlands intergrade with uplands or slope wetlands.  Surface water flow is bidirectional, usually controlled by water- level fluctuations such as seiches in the adjoining lake.  Lacustrine fringe wetlands are indistinguishable from depressional wetlands where the size of the lake becomes so small relative to fringe wetlands that the lake is incapable of stabilizing water tables.  Lacustrine wetlands lose water by flow returning to the lake after flooding by saturation surface flow, and by evapotranspiration.

Tidal Fringe:  Tidal estuarine wetlands occur along coasts and estuaries and are under the influence of the sea level.  They intergrade landward with riverine wetlands where tidal current diminishes and river flow becomes the dominant water source.  Additional water sources may be groundwater discharge and precipitation.  The interface between the tidal fringe and riverine classes is where bidirectional flows from tides dominate over unidirectional ones controlled by floodplain slope of riverine wetlands.  Because tidal fringe wetlands frequently flood and water table elevations are controlled mainly by sea surface elevation, tidal fringe wetlands seldom dry for significant periods.  Tidal fringe wetlands use water by tidal exchange by saturated overland flow to tidal creek channels and by evapotranspiration.  

Slope:  Slope wetlands normally are found where there is a discharge of groundwater to the land surface.  They normally
Occur on sloping land; elevation gradients may range from steep hillsides to slight slopes.  Slope wetlands are usually incapable of depressional storage because they lack the necessary closed contours.  Principal water sources are usually groundwater return flow and interflow from surrounding uplands as well as precipitation.  Hydrodynamics are dominated by downslope unidirectional water flow.  Slope wetlands can occur in nearly flat landscapes if groundwater discharge is a dominant source to the wetland surface.  Slope wetlands lose water primarily by saturation subsurface and surface flows, and by evapotranspiration.  Slope wetlands may develop channels, but the channels sere only to convey water away from the slope wetland.  

Flats:  Flat wetlands occur in topographically flat areas that are hydrologically isolated from surrounding ground or surface water.  The main source of water in these wetlands is precipitation.  They receive virtually no groundwater discharge.  This characteristic distinguishes them from Depressional and Slope wetlands.  



Source: National Wetland Inventory, Cowardin et al. 1979

Estuarine System:  The Estuarine System includes both estuaries and lagoons. It is more strongly influenced by its
association with land than is the Marine System. In terms of wave action, estuaries are generally considered to be
low-energy systems.  The Estuarine System consists of deepwater tidal habitats and adjacent tidal wetlands that
are usually semi-enclosed by land but have open, partly obstructed, or sporadic access to the open ocean, and in
which ocean water is at least occasionally diluted by freshwater runoff from the land. The salinity may be periodically
increased above that of the open ocean by evaporation.  Along some low-energy coastlines there is appreciable dilution
of sea water.  The Estuarine System extends (1) upstream and landward to where ocean-derived salts measure less than 0 .5 01oo during the period of average annual low flow; (2) to an imaginary line closing the mouth of a river, bay, or sound; and (3) to the seaward limit of wetland emergents, shrubs, or trees where they are not included in (2) 

Riverine System:  The Riverine System (Fig . 4) includes all wetlands and deepwater habitats contained within a channel, with two exceptions : (1) wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent emergents, emergent mosses, or
lichens, and (2) habitats with water containing ocean derived salts in excess of 0 .5%. A channel is "an open
conduit either naturally or artificially created which periodically or continuously contains moving water, or
which forms a connecting link between two bodies of standing water" (Langbein and Iseri 1960:5) .
The Riverine System is bounded on the landward side by upland, by the channel bank (including
natural and man-made levees), or by wetland dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent emergents, emergent mosses,
or lichens . In braided streams, the system is bounded by the banks forming the outer limits of the depression within
which the braiding occurs.  

Lacustrine System:  The Lacustrine System includes wetlands and deepwater habitats with all of the following
characteristics : (1) situated in a topographic depression or a dammed river channel; (2) lacking trees, shrubs, persistent emergents, emergent mosses or lichens with greater than 30% areal coverage ; and (3) total area exceeds
8 ha (20 acres). Similar wetland and deepwater habitats totaling less than 8 ha are also included in the
Lacustrine System if an active wave-formed or bedrock shoreline feature makes up all or part of the boundary,
or if the water depth in the deepest part of the basin exceeds 2 m (6 .6 feet) at low water. Lacustrine waters may
be tidal or nontidal, but ocean-derived salinity is always less than 0.5%.  The Lacustrine System is bounded by upland or by wetland dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent emergents, emergent mosses, or lichens . Lacustrine Systems formed by damming a river channel are bounded by a contour approximating the normal spillway elevation
or normal pool elevation, except where Palustrine wetlands extend lakeward of that boundary. Where a river
enters a lake, the extension of the Lacustrine shoreline forms the Riverine-Lacustrine boundary .
The Lacustrine System includes permanently flooded lakes and reservoirs intermittent lakes, and tidal lakes with ocean-derived salinities below 0 .5%.

Palustrine:  The Palustrine System includes all nontidal wetlands dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent
emergents, emergent mosses or lichens, and all such wetlands that occur in tidal areas where salinity due to oceanderived salts is below 0.5%. It also includes wetlands lacking such vegetation, but with all of the following four
characteristics : (1) area less than 8 ha (20 acres) ; (2) active wave-formed or bedrock shoreline features lacking ;
(3) water depth in the deepest part of basin less than 2 m at low water; and (4) salinity due to ocean-derived salts
less than 0.501oo. The Palustrine System is bounded by upland or by any of the other four Systems.
The Palustrine System was developed to group the vegetated wetlands traditionally called by such
names as marsh, swamp, bog, fen, and prairie, which are found throughout the United States . It also includes the
small, shallow, permanent or intermittent water bodies often called ponds. Palustrine wetlands may be situated
shoreward of lakes, river channels, or estuaries; on river floodplains; in isolated catchments; or on slopes 

Marine: The Marine System (Fig. 2) consists of the open ocean overlying the continental shelf and its associated
high-energy coastline. Marine habitats are exposed to the waves and currents of the open ocean and the water
regimes are determined primarily by the ebb and flow of oceanic tides. Salinities exceed 30%, with little or no
dilution except outside the mouths of estuaries.  The distribution of plants and animals in the Marine System primarily reflects differences in four factors: (1) degree of exposure of the site to waves; (2) texture and physicochemical nature of the substrate; (3) amplitude of the tides; and (4) latitude, which governs water temperature, the intensity and duration of solar radiation, and the presence or absence of ice.





     





Source: National Wetland Inventory, Cowardin et al. 1979
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